94.                                                BURMA
Sandawizaya's murder in 1731, refugees had often appeared at
the Burmese Court inviting intervention. At last, one of them,
a chief named Hari, persuaded Bodawpaya that the people of
the distracted land would welcome him as their ruler. So at the
end of the year 1784 four Burmese forces invaded Arakan by
land and sea, and after some slight operations gained a complete
victory.
In February 1785 King Thamada, all the royal family and
no less than 20,000 of his people were deported to Burma.
Arakan became a provincial administration under a viceroy,
supported by a Burmese garrison. The famous Mahamuni
image, which Anawrahta had failed to bring to Burma, was the
chief item among the booty. It was housed at a shrine, the
Arakan Pagoda at Mandalay, built specially for it, and until the
end of the dynasty received daily offerings, borne with stately
ceremonial from the Palace.
When they annexed Arakan, however, the Burmese had
bitten off more than they could chew. Revolt after revolt broke
out, and as their rule became more and more repressive, with the
hateful practice of deportation as its chief remedy against
disorder, thousands of Arakanese fled over the border into the
Chittagong jungles, which belonged to the East India Com-
pany's Presidency of Bengal, Their attempts to reconquer their
country from bases in the unadministered tracts behind the
British frontier provoked a series of disputes, which in the long
run were the main cause of the first Anglo-Burmese War.
In the same year that Arakan fell, Bodawpaya organized a
great campaign for the reconquest of Siam. It was a fateful
decision, showing that like the restored Bourbons of a slightly
later date he had 'learnt nothing and forgotten nothing*. The
resumption of the futile struggle brought nothing but ex-
haustion and impoverishment to his country. He was a religious
maniac, dominated by the white elephant^myth. He announced
that he was Arimittiya, the coming Buddha, and became
convinced that he was destined to be a world conqueror.
Right from the start his plans miscarried. In the first cam-
paign (1785-86) the army he personally led over the Three
Pagodas Pass met with disaster through his own incompetence,
and he himself barely escaped capture. Even after this sorry